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approached from the standpoint of knowledge as well as of feeling,
and I count the experience that I gained in those studies as pro-
viding a satisfactory foundation for all my subsequent political
activities.
About this time Grinling left Nottingham to become the
secretary of the Woolwich Charity Organization Society, and at
the beginning of the year 1890, to my surprise and great satis-
faction, he invited me to join him in his work. The wages at the
beginning were to be only twenty-five shillings per week, but I had
no hesitation in accepting the post offered me. The work inter-
ested me, and it promised a close acquaintance with the general
problem of poverty with one aspect of which I was already painfully
familiar. Moreover, I was glad to leave a town in which I had
undergone miserable experiences, and on Good Friday, in the year
.1890, I mounted my old 'penny-farthing' bicycle, and pedalled
my way from Nottingham to Woolwich, one of whose members of
Parliament I was afterwards to become.